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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY SELECTED 
TEACHERS OF THE YEAR!

The instructional staff in each of the Connecticut Technical High Schools has 
selected the school’s Teacher of the Year. The SVFT congratulates each of these 
dedicated, talented and hard-working teachers. It is quite an honor to be selected 
by your peers as one who exempliþes good teaching.All of the Teachers of the Year 
will be honored by the SVFT at a banquet at the Hawthorne Inn on April 24.

Drew Soltys, Central Ofþce Consultant has sent the application for the Systemõs 
teacher of the year to each winner. Each building T.O.Y. is expected to compete 
for the honor of being selected to represent The Connecticut Technical High 
School System as its Teacher of the Year for 2008. The completed applications 
will be screened on May 21 from 1:45 ð 4:40 at the SVFT ofþces by Drew Soltys, 
Pat Keavney, SVFT Vice-President; Martin Sagendorf, CTHSS, 2007 Teacher 
of the Year; Kim Traverso, Consultant for student and teacher retention; 
Ray Mencio, Trade/Technology Consultant; and one of the CTHSS assistant 
superintendents.

On June 3, 2008 Central Ofþce staff and an SVFT representative will screen the 
applications of the þnalists who were selected by the screening committee. Rick 
Tanasi, SVFT President will be part of that committee.  The CTHSS 2008 Teacher 
of the Year will be announced shortly after that committee meets. Good Luck to 
all of the 2008 Teachers of the Year!

School Teacher of the Year Position
Abbott Tonya Clark Art Instructor
Bristol Stephen Donaghy HVAC Instructor
Bullard-Havens Alex Walkuski Mathematics Instructor
Cheney Sadi Sanchez Mathematics Instructor
Ellis Jim Gallow Carpentry DH
Goodwin Ruth Cion Special Education Instructor

Grasso Margaret Delaporta Social Studies Instructor
Kaynor William Barbarito Physical Education/Health Instructor

Norwich Patricia Malchman Library Media DH
O’Brien Christopher Sansone Carpentry DH
Platt Ralph Salemme Plumbing DH
Prince Michael Furey English Instructor
Vinal John Anderson HVAC Instructor
Whitney Felicia Williams Mathematics Instructor
Wilcox Charles Burghardt Social Studies Instructor
Windham Christopher Romano English Instructor
Wolcott Jeff Denote Carpentry DH
Wright Karen Stabile Mathematics Instructor

Meet Paul Conley
by Tamara Connors, 

Communications Committee

Paul Conley is a math teacher at 
A.I. Prince. When asked about the 
district’s new focus on “Powered 
Standards,” Paul acknowledges 
that the district’s changes can 
make one nervous, but he hopes 
that the district’s new initiatives 
will help students to meet the 
standards set by the state. Paul 
is concerned about his students 
making adequate yearly progress. 
Paul also wants to make sure that 
his students have the math skills 
they will need to succeed in life.

Paul grew up with one brother and 
three sisters in Massachusetts. After 
he and his siblings entered school, 
his mother went back to school and 
became a teacher. After high school, 
Paul worked as a carpenter’s helper 
and later as a carpenter. At 25, Paul 
reentered school. He attended Sinclair 
Community College in Dayton, 
Ohio, then Antioch College in Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. Antioch is a school well 
known for its unique interdisciplinary 
educational process. Paul remembers 
in one class, “Learner and the 
Learning Process,” that his instructor 
encouraged them to job shadow a 
teacher for a day. Paul states this may 
have been the seed that started his 
interest in education and becoming 
an educator. Paul was a theatre major 
at the time.

After college Paul taught as a 
substitute and later was hired as 
a durational English instructor.  
Paul found it difþcult to þnd a 
permanent position as an English
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Instructor, so he returned to college at the University 
of Massachusetts at Lowell, where he earned a 
Master’s Degree in Mathematics and Computer 
Science. Combining his skills in English, math, and 
computers, he found work at WANG Laboratories and 
Siemens Information Systems as a technical writer. 
He wrote installation guides, language references, 
and training and operating manuals; some are still in 
use today!

Paul’s curiosity and persistence have helped him to 
achieve the educational and work goals that he has 
set for himself. He encourages his own students to 
continue to try, even when they are frustrated or don’t 
initially understand. Mr. Conley shares that while he 
didnõt þnd math difþcult, it didnõt come naturally to 
him. He feels this helps him think of alternative ways 
to teach concepts in math that are problematic to his 
students. Paul shares that his goal is to have every 
student learn something new every day.

In Paul’s time away from school he enjoys gardening 
and preserving, working on his house and on his cars, 
and learning about new inventions and technologies. 
On May 3rd, he plans to attend the “Connecticut 
Invention Convention,” at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, 
which showcases creative work from students in 
elementary school through middle school.

Paul Conley

SVFT RETIREE 
CHAPTER 
SEMINARS

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS
When: Tuesday, May 20th 

Time: 5PM
Where: AFT-CT, Rocky Hill, CT

THINKING ABOUT RETIRING?

When: Wednesday, May 28, 2008
Where: SVFT Ofþce, Rocky Hill, CT.

Time: 5:00 PM 
Moderators: Ed Lang & Linda Jakab

Please Call Irene Sheades
@ 1-800-378-8020 to RSVP

A light supper will be provided

MAY 4 – 10
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

Again this year funds have been appropriated for each 
school to be used during Teacher Appreciation Week.  The 
allotment of money is based on the number of members 
in each school. Building representatives are charged with 
coming up with an idea and providing some “treat” for the 
teachers to demonstrate our appreciation for all that you 
do. If you have an idea about how best to accomplish this 
task see your building reps and let him/her know.

Updated Seniority List

The most recent seniority list, dated March 10, 2008, 
can now be found on the union website at www.svft.
org.

We believe that all of the corrections to the prior list 
have been made. If you review the new seniority list 
and believe you have found an error, please e-mail Ed 
Lang at elang@svft.org with your correction.

There are a few things to remember about the seniority 
list before you think you have found an error. Your 
seniority date starts with your original appointment 
to a full-time bargaining unit classiþcation regardless 
of teaching assignment, as long as you have not had 
a break in service. 

If you worked in another state agency, that time could 
count for longevity and retirement calculations as 
long as there wasn’t a permanent break in service, 
but it doesnõt change your seniority date!

If you were originally hired into a full-time durational 
position and were subsequently hired into a permanent 
full-time position, without any break in service, your 
seniority date would be the date you started in the 
full-time durational position.

If you need more information on seniority, including 
òrank,ó review Article 22 of our contract.




